COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHT: BEECH BOTTOM

Located in southern Brooke County, West Virginia, the Village of cilman, was elected mayor. He had a vision for the community and

Beech Bottom is a quiet community tich in history and opportunity.  presented the idea of annexation, However, it wasn't until February,

In the early 1700%s, people were drawn to the area to take advantage 1999, with the village facing bankruptcy, that the process was com-
plete.

Annexation brought many improvements. Increased population
brought opportunities to apply for grant program for various projects
such as a new roof for the city building. The village paid for street
lighting for Route 2 and within the town. Each house has been given
a number for 91 lemergency calls and to make it easier to receive UPS
deliveries. The streets have all been named rather than being referred
to as “Stop 48" or
“Stop 49" as they were
called in the days of
the streetcars.

Mayor Phillips is en-
thusiastic about the
future of Beech Bot-
tom. The opportuni-
ties for growth avail-
able so many years
ago are still there. In
fact, Waldorf Distribu-
tors will be relocating

to Beech Bottom with l Susan and Mayor Paul Phillips

. construction to start by
of the rich land for farming and the opportunities the Ohio River af-  spring. There are 100+ acres of land along the riverfront that could be
forded them for industry. further developed. If the area is chosen for a new bridge, Mayor Phil-

lips sees endless possibilities. Speaking for himself, as well as the
According to a book compiled by Gwen Hubbard on the history of  village council, the mayor said, “We just want to build our town, We
the village, boats traveling from Pittsburgh to New Orleans would want to have the best little town on the river.”
stop at the Beech Bottom landing for wood to use in the steam en-
gines. Beech Bottom had one of the first one mile race tracks making  For more information about Beech Bottom, contact Susan Phillips,
it a popular source of entertainment. With the arrival of the steel mill, village recorder, at the mayor's office (304-394-5545).
came more housing and a company store. Transportation improved
with the arrival of the streetcar,

Through the years, the town grew, and on Movember 17, 1953, the
village was incorporated. Then, in 1992, Paul Phillips, a former coun-




