REGIONAL REVIEW

Volumel3, Issue4 Brooke-HancockJefferson Fall /Winter 2012
Metropolitan Planning Commission

2012 annual awards dinner honors victor Greco,
john chernenko and dr. Thomas graham

F ourteen years ago i n 19 9I8ortherB HistricttofeWest Viigihidd #\t the time ofthis appoint-

ner at the Williams Country Club in Weirton, WV. Sinoeent, he was the youngest marshall serving.
that time, 44 awards, including one media award, have been
given to well deserving individuals who have given of thBiur i ng t he 198006s and 1990
time and talent to serve the-riount y ar e a.West VirdginiasStaty Semated fer Brooke, Hancock and
awardees are no exception. counties and served on more than eight committees.

John Chernenko, the re}ohn is married to the former Kathryn Smith. They have

Award, is well knowndith, complete the family
throughout Brooke

County._ He has served agctor Greco, the recipier
an officer and/or heldof the Volunteer Awarg
membership in numerougas born and raised in Fa
local and statevide or- mont, WV, He loves mee
ganizations including theng people and has alwa

Wellsburg BPOE, Northied a life of community in
ern Panhandle Fellowshipolvement.

Home, TriState Council

on Alcoholism, Wellsburg Fourth of July Committee and thietor moved to Weirton i

Brooke County Committee on Aging. 1951 and joined his brot
ers in the plumbing bug

He also belongs to the American Legion, VFW, Kiwanis, Fiass after graduating fro

ternal Order of Police, Independent Guard UBidNeirton \WvU with a B.S. Degree i

Steel Corporation. Business and Economics .

(continued on page 4 & 7)
His life of service, however, has not been limited to Brooke

County. He served his country in the Army during World W
Il. He fought at the Battle of the Bulge and was a membe4 of INTHIS SSUE

the ALost Battalion. o He was taken as a prisoner o
being captured at Mortain, France. He received the Purlpt\enual Dinner 1,4,&7
Heart with cluster, the Bronze Star and achieved the ranK @i, the Executive Director 2
Staff Sergeant.
New Ohio River Bridge Reaches Financial Milestone 3

He is a founding member of the West Virginia Barbed Wif&H Council & Partners Prioritize Future Strategy
Post Number 1 and the local chapter of the American Prisor O Traffic G 5
of War Association. He is on the Board of Directors of tfpEH Traffic Count Program >
Brooke County Veterans Memorial Foundation. In 2009, n@rooke Glass 6,7
was recognized as the Brooke County Veteran of the Year .

. Calendar of t . . . 8
I n t he 1960606 s, John served a}e?Iar?llilvecnsad“” s tr+—<at+—oms C

Dhic

hre

cipient of the Berniechildren: Gary of Charleston, Marc of Wellsburg and Jane
Kazienko Public ServiceMears of Huntington. Two grandchildren, Cullen and Mgre-

f

Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson as U.S. Marshall for the —
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After reading our short excerpt on Brog
Gl as s, youodll bette
people like Ruby Greathouse from the Bro
County Historical Society, Jerry Barilla a
Judy Bratten from Historic Fort Steuben 3
Dennis Jones from the Weirton Museum
Cultural Center has committed extraordin
time to preserve our regional heritage. Unfo
nately, in the case of the 4 acre site in Wjg
burgdés South End, t
closed several decades ago; however, its c(
bution as the first glass factory in West Virgi
continues to shine and is illustrated in our s
perspective. | encourage you to step back
remember the 30+ glass factories once domi-
nantly our regional landscape. Over the past year, the Bitgakeock Council, the
Wellsburg Redevelopment Committee and the Northern Brownfield Assistance
have committed time and money to resur
ing brownfields story and exemplifies our effort to honor but redevelop mothballed
gically located commerciahdustrial properties.

The | ead transportation article (ANew

provides a moment to celebrate. After 18 years of need statements, public informa
meetings and preliminary engineering, a means to finance a new Ohio River Bridge
been adopted. Since 1994, a new Ohio]|R
tation priority. Whil e we h a-sstate niamindthem-
ject has momentum and direction. The Fort Steuben Bridge was demolished in early 2
The Market Street Bridge, reopened in December 2011, has an expectydléfef an
other nine years. The Veterans Bridge is the only local bridge with a heavy load capas
Time is truly ticking.

Finally, in November, the Brookidancock Regional Planning and Development Counci
adopted a five year investment plan ¢a

opment Strategy. No different than the private investor, our dollars and those of our f
eral and state partners need to be wisely spent. Skepticism frequently follows grand p
especially documents with a fiyear title. However, investors, partners and volunteer:
want to know the who, what and where of their effort. Recently, | had a CEDS particip
state AHenry Feredarnevern.Madcd ufail ¥ g-yearHe
plan to answer investor questions and guide his expansion. Our challenge is to hold tc
mut ual priorities, amend when necessar

courseo agreement .

John C. Brown
Executive Director
Jbrown@bhjmpc.org



mailto:Jbrown@bhjmpc.org

New ohio river bridge REACHES FINANCIAL MILESTONE

Since 1994, the BrookidancockJefferson Metropolitan Planning Commission has designated the construction of a new (
River Bridge as its #1 regional transportation priority. On Novemb®ra&fger 18 years and at the direction of the West Virginia
Department of Transportation (WVDOT), the BHJ Commission confirmed the financial means to fund the project. The|finz
tool called a Grant Anticipation Revenue Vehicle (GARVEE) advances upfront funding in anticipation of ad&tgraht
This funding is a major funding milestone. WVDOT and ODOT (Ohio Department of Transportation) should be ackngwle
for their achievement. The proposal would structure the release of two bonds totaling $90 million in 2015 and 2016.

In 2003, supported by two need studies and the initial evaluation of eight construction options, a preferred bridge touc
between Brilliant, Ohio and Wellsburg, West Virginia, was adopted by the Commission. In 2005, US Senators Byrd and F
feller set aside $18 million to move the project forward. Since that time, the Coast Guard has run barge simulations, el
mental reviews have been completed and numerous local information meetings have been held. The most recent Igcal
was held in August 2012 and allowed the general public to comment upon the impact of the project.

BROOKEHANCOCK COUNCIL & ITS PARTNERS PRIORITIZE /
FUTURE INVESTMENT STRATEGY

On November 19, the BrookeHancock Regional Planning and Development Council (BH) adopted-gefareComprehensive
Economic Devel opment Strategy (CEDS) to prioritize ijn
dl e. Representing the Regionbds West Virginia communilit
transportation logistics, energy and education. A full copy of the CEDS may be foumavdihjmpc.org

- <

Regional Statistics. Brooke-Hancock Region to Metro Area to West Virgi

West
BH Region Metro Virginia
Population 2011 54,415123, 243 1,855,364
Growth (%) Since 2000 -6.3% -6.6% 2.6%
Growth (%) Since 1990 -12.5%  -13.5% 3.5%
Unemployment Rate (2011) 11.7 11.4 8

Per Capita Personal Income (PCP) (2010) $29,737 $30,079  $32,042
10 Year PCP Growth (%) adj. for inflation 4.4% 6.5% 15.5%

Manufacturing - % of all jobs 25.9% 15.7% 7.0%
Total Labor Force 23,955 55,247 799,883
5-year % change -5.5% -3.6% -1.7%
10-year % change -9.9% -5.8% -0.1%
Workers Who do Commute 50.6% 40.6% 11.2%
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Annual awards dinner

Later that year, he teamed up with Louis Capito and others to form the first Weirton Cable TV Company serving @
Weirton from an antenna on Marland Heights. He also went into the TV and appliance business.

He joined the Weirton Rotary in 1956 and remains a member today. He became president of the organization in 196
of the Year in 1972 and District 7530 Governor in 19
dent Exchange Program throughout the years.

I n 1983, he was nam
organi zati on. In 1
Henry in nearly every Weirton parade.

n of the Year o b ng
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In the 1980s, Victor joined with several others to form a steel museum in Weirton. From this committee, two museums

into being The Hancock County Museum and the Weirton Area Museum & Cultural Center. When Weirton Steel v
bankruptcy, Victor led the way in collecting materials donated by the mill. When the museum was chartered in 200
elected as its first president and served in that capacity until 2008.

Today, he continues to be active for Rotary, the museum and the Weirton Port Authority.
Victor has been married to Marjorie since 1955. Together they became a great civic team contributing and participa
Paul 6s Church and many ot her or gaRindy &ictor Ray,alimmyaaod Susiei t i

In his tenth year as a Jefferson County Commissioner, Dr. Thomas £
ham, is this yearbds recipient ¢
the current chairman of the BrooklancockJefferson Metropolitan Pla
ning Commission.

Dr. Graham graduated from Toronto High School in 1973. He worke
eight years at Weirton Steel before enrolling at Kent State University
he graduated in 1984 with a B.S. Degree certified to teach economic
tory and sociology. I n 1987,

and educational systems. In 1992, he graduated from Kent State
Ph. D in Sociology. He received
University of Pittsburgh in clinical Social Work. He has been a prof
of Sociology at Franciscan University since 1998 and is the current d
of the sociology and social work program.

Dr. Graham has had a vast experience in politics. In addition to the
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Kent State specializing in the sociological analysis of educational polic
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son County Commission, he was the recreational director for the City of Toronto and for five years was the safety direc

the City overseeing the police and fire departments. He was on the 2009/2011 Board of Trustees for the State of G
County Commissioners Association.

He has served on many boards over the years: Toronto City Schools; Jefferson County Joint Vocational School Boar
County Behavioral Health Board; Salvation Army, Fourth Street Health Clinic Board of Directors and currently is a m
the Historic Fort Steuben Board of Directors.
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He is the recipient of numerous honors: the Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociology Honor Society; Pi Gamma Mu In

tional Honor Society in Social Science and the Public Service Award from the Fourth Street Health Clinic. He was
into Whoés Who in America and selected to serve on t

Dr. Graham is an accomplished writer with several publications including eight critical reviews of research article
American Educational Research Association. He also has a published bodR titledt e x t u a | Ef fect s

Professorswith University Microfilms, Inc. Ann Arbor Michigan (Copywrite Certificate 10/22/93.) 4
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B hj trafﬁc COU nt prog ram .by Dave Snelting, Transportation Engineer

BHJ6s ongoing traffic count program is organized bgmam
is counted at least once every three years. For example, Count Cycle Year 2012 was year one of three. The thre
program was organized in 2006 so 2012 was the third time cycle year one count locations were counted.

These counts provide a snap shot of traffic volume trends in the region and are also used in the validation pro
agencyods Travel Demand Model (TDM) . The TDM i s a c(
data to generate and assign traffic volumes to arlode type roadway network. It is a useful tool to assist in projecting|
patterns in the region in order to identify trouble areas as traffic volumes change over time. Lately, the TDM has be
assist in the development of traffic volumes for the new Ohio River Bridge south of Wellsburg. The roadway network
ing the new bridge can also be reviewed for projected traffic volume impacts using the TDM.

To use the traffic count data for TDM validation, the historical count data is entered into the TDM network link datal
make the job of entering the traffic count data to the TDM easier, a computer program was written by the agency toej
count data into a format that can be used to populate roadway links in the TDM. The data are compared to the TD
traffic volumes for the respective links in the validation process. The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) i®n
ess of hiring consultants to perform the 2010 TDM validation analysis on the BHJ model as well as all other MPO
Ohio.

There were 423 counts of counts obtained in Brooke, Hancock and Jefferson counties. In Brooke County, counts ob
primarily the external station sites for the Travel Demand Model, including all major routes at the border of Brooke ifip
Pennsylvania on the east as well as Ohio County on the south. Counts obtained throughout Hancock County includ
New Cumberland, Chester and Newell areas. The count locations in Hancock county included TDM screen line Ig
well as all TDM external station sites along the Pennsylvania border on the east and the Ohio River on the northon
County counts were obtained primarily in the southern part of the county from US22 south. Counts along screen |
downtown Steubenville area were also obtained. The Steubenville counts were scheduled to be obtained in 2011 K
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possible due to changed traffic patterns affected by the Market Street Bridge closure and reconstruction of Washington

All TDM external station sites along the Belmont County border to the south, Harrison County and Carroll County to
and Columbiana County to the north were obtained.

The 2012 Traffic Count Report is anticipated to be p
soon as it is available.

The equipment used includes eight four channel hose type traffic counter units, eight two channel hose type counten
in 2012see below), seven plate type counter units and one acoustic type counter unit. In recent years, the agency h

the
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plate counter units to have issues when trying to use them in a vehicle classification mode. Because of this, theguisieeroul

only used in locations where obtaining a count with hose units would be impossible or dangerous.

Early in 2012, eight new two traffic counter units were obtained through the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOJT). -
counters are on permanent loan from ODOT and are part of an agreement tolaliteiay Performance Monitoring Syst¢m
(HPMS) traffic count data on local streets and roadways in Jefferson County. HPMS data is required by Federal Highwa

ministration (FHWA) to monitor nationwide traffic volumes and trends. The counter units are state of the art hose tyse
Being considerably smaller and | ighter than the agen

Weather permitting, the 2013 traffic count program (cycle year two) will start in late March or early April. Areas totee

col
cy

CcoL

in West Virginia include screen lines around Weirton, Follansbee, Wellsburg. In Jefferson County, counts are scheduled

ronto, Mingo Junction, Steubenville, Springfield Township and central Jefferson County. The cycle year one counts 1
and SR7 interchange area are also scheduled as these were skipped in 2012 due to construction on SR7.

the

Member jurisdictions may request BHJ staff to count a specific location by contacting Dave Snelting, BHJ Transportation

neer via email atisnelting@bhjmpc.orgr by calling 746282-3685 x 205.
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Brooke glass: the past

Information for this article came from several publicatioAsHistory of Brooke Countyy Nancy L. CaldwellRiverside Glass Works of
Wellsburg, West Virginia 1879907by C. W. Gorham anWellsburg West Virginia 1791991by Anthony J. Cipriani, Sr.. Thanks to Ruli
Greathouse who is a member of the Brooke County Museum located at 600 Main Street, Wellsburg, WV for providing the tdsourg
Greathouse says the museum has several items made by the glass companies. You can cal4@Rifof3rours or to scheduleaur.

y

Today, itdéds a brownfields site, but yesterdayeé.

Riverside Glass Works was the first glass factory built in Wellsburg after the Civil War and was incorporated on Septe

mMbe

1879. It was located on the southeast corner of Sixth and Yankee Streets. Actual operations began on January 26 f1880.

itos founder s, John Dor nam, was born in |Ireland and

The glass works consisted of two frame buildings. Tragedy struck when on September 8, 1886 the factory was destro
When it was rebuilt the following year, the buildings were made as fireproof as possible.

Riverside was the first glasshouse in the area to utilize natural gas. The company was noted for their lamps thaighad
coll ar called ARiverside CIl iaouttandpressed glass, brick.amd ston€ fireproaf ¢lees
crackle and colored glass, beer and ale glasses, covered hen dishes, compotes, finger bowls, castor sets, goblets;-tur
lasses jars, celery vases and water sets, both plain and edgmwasdhipped all over the United States as well as GreatrB
South America and Mexico.

Riverside closed in 1907 and sold their molds to the Cambridge Glass Company. In 1911, the furnaces and buildings
to the Rithner family and Ellery Worthen who had established the Crescent Glass Company in 1908 originally located
29th and Yankee Streets.

Before the Prohibition Era, Crescent specialized in bar goods. After Prohibition, the company began a new line ohred
gl obes. Crescent eventually became -taillgetlemaCrasaent alao made vo
tive glass, lamp parts and novelty wares.

In 1983, Crescent was reorganized as the Brooke Glass Company with Henry Rithner, 1l being its president. Lamps
i mportant part of the operations with the employees
particularly popular. A customer could bring their own photo in and have the image painted onto the lamp.

Today, the buildings sit emplya silent reminder of a once thriving business in Brooke County.

Ruby Brooke Glas$

Empress Pattern

Made by Riverside around 1880, i
is among some of the very early
pieces made by this company.
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Brooke glass site: what can it become?

Brooke Glass ceased operations in 2001. {ince
closing, the property was used as an audtion
house for a time. In 2009, the owners listed|the

facility for sale. However, there has been|an

ongoing legislation battle between the curient

property owners and the EPA making it diffi-
cult to sell. A number of environmental issjes
are identified at the site. Preliminary soil sdm
ples indicate the presence of arsenic, bar
cadmium and lead.

In 2005, the Brooke Hancock Task Force id
tified Brooke Glass as a priority Brownfi
Site. BHJ led the initiative to redevelop Brog
Glass and applied for and received a $588
FOCUS Grant in 2012 which was used to H@s
multiple visioning sessions. With the gragie
other loans and community funding, it is hoy
the property can be redeveloped into a pgat
community center, a glass museum or per
a restaurant.

iln early 2012, the Well sburg Redevel opment Committele,
sites, ranked the Brooke Glass site #1. Located one block from City Hall and the Brooke County Courthouse, its stratggic
tion offers multiple redevel opment advantages. 0 Dr |

ANNUAL DINNER 2012

The 2012 Award recipients are-rfl Dr. Thomas Graham, Special Recognition; John

Chernenko, the Bernie Kazienko Public Service Award and Victor Greco, Volunteer. The
award for public service was changed this year to honor the late Bernie Kazienko |(shown
in photo on the right), Brooke County commissioner and BHJ chairman. Bernie, who lost
his battle with cancer last December, was a prime example of what public servige is all
about.




