
Informal Minutes 
 

Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force 
September 12, 2011 

 
Persons Present: 
 
John Brown, Executive Director/ Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and Development Council 
Mark Henne, City Manager/ City of Wellsburg 
Joe Nowak, US Environmental Protection Agency 
Dave Olson, Brownfield Consultant/ CEC Environmental Engineers 
Sue Simonetti, Mayor/ City of Wellsburg 
Marvin Six, Assistant Director/ Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle 
Chuck Svokas, Hancock County Administrator 
Norm Schwertfeger, West Virginia University/ Brooke County Extension Agent 
Rick Trzaskoma, Starvaggi Industries 
Mike Wehr, Starvaggi Industries 
Barbara Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and  
  Development Council 

The Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force met at noon in the Weirton State Office 
Building to (1) adopt minutes for the June 8, 2011 meeting (2) review site assessment progress (3) 
consider requests for further site assessments (4) discuss and review a funded FOCUS (Foundation for 
Overcoming Challenges and Utilizing Strengths) for the planning and visioning of the Chester TS&T 
Pottery site and (5) consider other regional project updates. 

Dr. Brown stated the next meeting will be December 7, 2011, in the Weirton State Office Building.  
 
Dr. Brown encouraged the Brownfield Task Force to attend the upcoming September 14-15 West 
Virginia Brownfield Conference. He noted further conference details may be found on the web at 
http://www.wvbrownfields.org/conferences/2011/index.cfm 
 
Dr. Brown introduced Joe Nowak, Brownfield Project Manager for the Brooke-Hancock Brownfield 
Assessment Grant. The support of the US EPA was expressed while project benefits were illustrated. Mr. 
Nowak indicated federal application guidelines for site clean-up and brownfield assessment will be 
forthcoming in the next two weeks. A sixty (60) submittal period will follow the release of the federal 
guidelines.  
 
Given recent brownfield activity in Brooke-Hancock counties, Mr. Nowak encouraged the BH Task Force 
to consider a further brownfield assessment grant. Marvin Six from the BDC indicated it was the intent 
of the BDC to prepare/submit a clean-up grant for the TS&T site. 
 
The minutes for June 8th were presented. Marvin Six made a motion for adoption of the minutes as 
presented and Mark Henne seconded the adoption of the minutes. The minutes were adopted 
unanimously.  
 
Dave Olson walked the Brownfield Task Force through his site development progress report. Key 
identified site program was as follows. Eight (8) hazardous waste and nine (9) petroleum sites were 

http://www.wvbrownfields.org/conferences/2011/index.cfm


presented. In the case of the Hazardous Waste program, $85,000 of the available $160,000 has or will 
be committed in anticipated costs. In the case of the Petroleum program, $91,000 of the available 
$160,000 has or will be committed in anticipated costs. 
 
Hazardous Waste Sites 
 

 Three Springs Park. Weirton. The site is comprised of two lots which are separated by a 2-acre 
lot owned by Ocean Air. The first tract is 5.5 acres and is north of Ocean Air. The second tract is 
39.5 acres and is south of Ocean Air. A Phase I site assessment was completed. Investigation 
warranted a Phase II to address a recognized environmental condition in connection with fill/or 
waste materials. Up to $10,000 may be needed for a Phase 2 site evaluation. Upon the motion 
of Marvin Six and a second by Mark Henne, up to an expenditure of $10,000 was approved for a 
Phase 2 site assessment. 
 
The Phase 1 site assessment was completed and submitted to the US EPA in April. CEC received 
US EPA comments to the Phase 1 site assessment in late May. CEC submitted a Sampling and 
Analysis Plan (SAP) in June. CEC awaits SAP before proceeding into a Phase 2 assessment. 
 

 Mountaineer Sand & Gravel. The site encompasses 206 acres and is located along WV Route 2 in 
Newell. The site is currently owned by Mountaineer Casino Racetrack and Resort. A Phase 1 site 
assessment was completed and submitted to the US EPA in April. CEC received US EPA 
comments to the Phase 1 site assessment in late May. CEC will submit a Sampling and Analysis 
Plan in September. 
 
A Phase 2 site assessment will be needed. The cost of the assessment is presently unknown. 
 

 Taylor, Smith and Taylor. Chester. The site is a 9 acre former pottery site. Not using BH 
assessment dollars, A Phase I and Asbestos Survey were completed. US EPA eligibility is to be 
determined so SAP and Phase II can be initiated. A portion of the site may be accessed through 
the petroleum program. 
 

 Starvaggi Machine Shop. Weirton. The site is currently used as a machine shop, maintenance 
and repair garage for construction equipment and commercial fleet. The 22.3 acre site is 
adjacent to the Three Springs Commercial Plaza.  
 
Phase I assessment and a Sampling and Analysis Plan have been completed and approved the US 
EPA. CEC is awaiting approval from Starvaggi to proceed with Phase II assessment. The primary 
designated contact mike Wehr (mwehr@starvaggi.com). 
 

 Barkhurst Construction. New Cumberland. Faze I and partial II assessments were made through 
the previous grant. The phase II could be completed through this existing grant. 
 

 Six Property. Chester. Property used in 1970’s for disposal of waste from Quaker State Refinery 
in New Cumberland. Quaker State will complete the site investigation/cleanup without the use 
of BH assessment funds. 

 Riverview School. Wellsburg. The ownership is in question. Wellsburg Mayor Sue Simonetti will 
follow-up to determine the present owners. 
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 Parcel & Building. Newell. This site is a 7 acre riverfront property with two buildings owned by 
Mountaineer. Further investigation is required to determine the application of assessment 
dollars. 

 
Petroleum Sites 
 

 Banner Fibreboard. Wellsburg. The site is currently vacant and listed for sale. It contains 3.2 
acres with approximately 130,000 square feet of building space. A Phase I. assessment was 
completed December 27, 2010 while a Phase II has been completed including UST removal. 
Additional sampling is needs to evaluate the extent of arsenic in surface soil. Waste 
characterization sampling is also planned to facilitate removal and offsite disposal.  
 

 Follansbee Mahan Road Site. A Phase 1 site assessment has been completed. The Phase 1 report 
will be submitted to the US EPA in late June. A Phase 2 has been recommended. CEC awaits a US 
EPA response to the submitted SAP. 

 
Other sites discussed were as follows. 
 

 Old Billy’s Petroleum Site. Follansbee. The property has been purchased. While contacted, the 
new owner did not wish to proceed with an assessment through the Brooke-Hancock program. 

 Prestos Evaluation. Wellsburg. Mark Henne indicated Consol Oil had not provided a response to 
his inquiries. 

 LaPosta Building. Weirton. A phase 1 has been previously completed on this site. 

 Marlin Heights Petroleum Site. Weirton. One owner has verbally stated the tanks at the site 
have been removed. 

 
Agenda item # 4 (Requests for Further Brownfield Evaluations) echoed Mr. Nowak’s expanding project 
concern and the need to prepare a new US EPA assessment grant. The Task Force noted the following 
projects need further consideration. 
 

 GenPak/ Wellsburg 

 Brook Glass/ Wellsburg 

 Excavation Location/ Brooke Hills Park 

 Young’s Market/ Follansbee 

 Air Building/ New Cumberland 
 
Agenda item #5 (TS&T Site) included a summary by Marvin Six, Assistant Director for the Business 
Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle (BDC). Marvin noted the BDC had recently 
purchased the property while a monthly Chester task force, called the Rock Springs Redevelopment Task 
Force, was leading a vision for the property. On October 1st, the Rock Springs Redevelopment Task Force 
will hold a morning visioning session for the community. Dr. Brown indicated BH had requested $12,000 
in further FOCUS grant funding to support this visioning. 
 
Upon the motion of Mr. Henne and a second by Mr. Six, the meeting was adjourned. 


