Unadopted Minutes

Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and Development Council

December 15, 2010

Person Present:

John Brown, Executive Director/Brooke-Hancock-Regional Planning & Development Council

John DeStefano, City Manager/ Follansbee

Phil Diserio, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 246

Gary DuFour, City Manager/Weirton

Jay Eisenhauer, Mayor/Town of Bethany

Patrick Ford, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Ruby Greathouse, Brooke County Museum

Mark Glyptis, United Steelworker Union 2911

Bernie Kazienko, Brooke County Commission

Mark Henne, City Manager/Wellsburg

George Lewis, Mayor/ Village of Beech Bottom

Brenda Mull, Weirton Chamber of Commerce

Amber Nest, Weirton Chamber of Commerce

Marvin Six, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Chuck Svokas, County Administrator/Hancock County

Mark Vignovic, Vignovic Environmental Engineers

Barb Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning &

  Development Council

On December 15, 2010 at 4:30 in the Office of the Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle in Weirton, the above persons met (1) elect officers for calendar year 2011 (2) adopt meeting dates for calendar year 2011 (3) adopt minutes for June 9, 2010 (4) adopt bylaw amendments as suggested by the US Economic Development Administration (5) update and approve the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for 2011 (6) review local WV Energy and Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants and (7) hear overview comments related to the ongoing study called “Brooke-Hancock Regional Investment Strategy.”
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Brown. Given the expanded council attendance, attending persons were requested to introduce themselves.
The first agenda item was the election of regional council officers for calendar year 2011. The following slate of offices, as recommended by the Chairman’s Nominating Committee was present.


Chair

Mark Henne


Vice-Chair
Gary DuFour


Secretary
Chuck Svokas


Treasurer
Bernie Kazienko

Other nominations from the floor were requested. No nominations from the floor were introduced. Upon the motion of John DeStefano and a second by Gary DuFour nominations were closed and the above officers were unanimously approved as calendar year 2011 officers.

The second agenda item was the adoption of regional council meeting dates for calendar year 2011. The following dates, upon the motion of Marvin Six and a second by John DeStefano, were adopted. All meetings will be held at 4:30 at a place to be designated.


April 13, August 10, and December 14

On a motion made by Mr. Svokas and a second by Mr. DuFour, the March 10 minutes were adopted without comment.

Upon the arrival of Mr. Henne, the third agenda item, adoption of Minutes for June 9, 2010, was presented. Upon the motion of Gary DuFour and a second by John DeStefano, the minutes were adopted as presented. 

The fourth agenda item, adoption of amendments to the Regional Council Bylaws, was introduced. Dr. Brown stated, in accordance to the existing bylaws, the proposed bylaw amendments had been published in the Brooke Review and Weirton Daily Times not less than forty-five days prior to this regional council meeting. In addition, the bylaw amendments had been placed on the regional council web site. 

The purpose of the bylaw amendments, as explained by Dr. Brown, was to expand private sector representation. The proposed bylaws amendments suggested 12 elected officials, 13 labor/chamber/private members and six exofficio non-voting members. In April 2010, led by Anne Cavalier/US EDA Representative for West Virginia, this recommendation was made during a regularly scheduled “District Organization Evaluation.” According to the USEDA summary report the “evaluation was positive, helpful and encouraging for continued annual funding. The review was completed over a two-month period with considerable document exchange and a site visit. The US EDA currently provides $62,000 in annual planning dollars to the Brooke-Hancock Regional Council while, in 2009, a $200,000 special grant was provided to the BDC. In 2004, the US EDA provided an $891,000 public works grant to provide parking lot and drainage improvements to the Weirton State Office Building.”
“As a follow-up comment to the US EDA site visit, the US EDA stated “The Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and Development Council is not compliant with EDA board composition requirement EDA Final Rule section 304.2 (c), being primarily comprised of public elected officials. There is no representation by labor or chambers of commerce. These issues were discussed and the leadership of the Council, finding that compliance with EDA composition would strengthen its efforts to engage the private sector and wanting to fully comply committed with bringing the board into compliance by inviting new members in the underrepresented private sector, labor and chambers of commerce categories. New board membership will be submitted to the Philadelphia Regional Office that time after adoption/appointment by the Board of Directors on the most feasible timetable, but no later than the end of the second quarter of the new Partnership Planning Grant.”
Upon the motion of Marvin Six and a second by Gary DuFour, the bylaw amendments were unanimously adopted.

The fifth agenda item was the adoption of the updated Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and its project priority list.

Dr. Brown explained considerable ground work had been completed prior to this regional council meeting. All incorporated communities and counties had received an invitation to participate and identify forthcoming priority projects. Funding reliance by the US EDA and the Appalachian Regional Commission upon these priority statements was emphasized. In most cases, Regional Council staff met individually with community/county representatives to delete/add and reconfigure priority statements. 21 organizations or communities presented projects for priority ranking. To better define regional priorities, the council membership agreed to further define priorities at their April meeting.
A comprehensive project list, subsequent to recent review and comment was presented. Upon the motion of John DeStefano and a second by Gary DuFour the updated Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and project priority list was adopted.

The sixth agenda item was a West Virginia Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant update by Senior Community Development Specialist Barbara Zimnox. 

Ms. Zimnox noted $289,000 in targeted energy funds has been provided thro West Virginia Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant through the federal Department of Energy. As required by the West Virginia Division of Energy, all applications were submitted to and reviewed by the Regional Council. Nine applications were submitted and the dispersal of funds was allocated equally on an approximate $32,000 per application basis.
The seventh agenda items were an updated to the Strategic Action Plan and Project Plan for the Brooke-Hancock Region. As a $250,000 Plan, with $200,000 in funding from the US EDA, an expected late January/ early February completion date is expected.

Upon the completion of Regional Council matters, Mr. Henne wished all those attending a happy holiday and invited members to stay for a one-hour social.
Upon the motion of John DeStefano and a second by Gary DuFour, the meeting was adjourned. The next Regional Council meeting is scheduled for April 13th at a place to be announced.

