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9 communities take advantage of energy grants  

B arb Zimnox, BHJ senior commu-
nity development specialist, has 

the task of administering funds pro-
vided by the Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant program 
that nine local communities have 
taken advantage of.  Ms. Zimnox ex-
plains that this is a one-time program 
funded by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  It is 
funding that comes to local communi-
ties through the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Energy. 
 
Ms. Zimnox said that the Brooke-
Hancock region was allotted 
$316,979.  Each region was allowed 
to run the program at their discretion 
as long as there were applications 
that were approved by the Regional 
Councils and the Department Of En-
ergy at the State level.  The local gov-
ernment entities met and decided it 
would be most equable that every-
one get an equal piece of the pie.  
Each of the nine communities that 
submitted an application received 
$32,162 with the Regional Council 
getting the remainder of the allot-
mentτor 8% of the total.   
 
In Hancock County, Chester, New 
Cumberland and the Hancock County 
Commission made application.  The 
applicants in Brooke County were Fol-
lansbee, Wellsburg, Beech Bottom, 

Bethany, Windsor Heights and the 
Brooke County Commission. 
 
The projects ranged from lighting to 
HVAC to making energy efficient im-
provements to their buildings.  All 
were for either city buildings or 
county court houses.    
 
One project already completed is in 
the Town of Bethany.  Their city 
building was formerly a large garage 
housing fire trucks.  The Town has 
slowly been renovating the building, 
sectioning off the police station and 
city council chambers.  With the 
grant, the large garage doors  were 
removed.  Insulation and drywall 
were added to all the exterior walls.  
A drop ceiling was added, along with 
insulation and new ductwork.  Energy 
efficient doors and lights were in-
stalled.  The front of the building was 
re-sided to make it all match.  The 
town plans to rent their new commu-

nity room for parties, showers, din-
ners, etc. which in turn will provide 
added revenue. 

ΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ с 

¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜŘ /ƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

Mayor Jay Eisenhauer shows off the nearly 
completed community room in the City 
Building.  The energy-efficient project is a 
good example of the benefits of the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
program. 



 

BHJ METROPOLITAN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

OFFICERS¹2011  
 

Bernie Kazienko,  Chairman 

Tom Graham, Vice Chairman 

Marvin Six, Secretary 

Tom Timmons, Treasurer  

 

Staff  
 
John C. Brown, PhD., AICP 

Executive Director 

Email: jbrown@bhjmpc.org  

 

Joan E. Cresap, Finance Manager 

Email: jcresap@bhjmpc.org 

 

Mary Moore, Receptionist 

Email: mmoore@bhjmpc.org 

 

Michael J. Paprocki 

Transportation Study Director 

Email: mikepap@bhjmpc.org 

 

Shawn Price 

Senior Engineering Technician 

Email: sprice@bhjmpc.org 

 

David T. Snelting 

Transportation Engineer 

Email: dsnelting@bhjmpc.org 

 

Linda Taylor  

Office Manager/Rideshare  

Email: ltaylor@bhjmpc.org  

 

Barb Zimnox  

Community Development Specialist 

Email: bzimnox@bhjmpc.org 

 
Publication of this newsletter is made possible with 

assistance from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, the Ohio and West Virginia Departments of 

Transportation, the West Virginia Development 

Office, the Appalachian Regional Commission , 
the U.S. Economic Development Administration 

and BHJ member governments. 
 

 

BHJ Regional Review 
124 North 4th Street Second Floor 

Steubenville OH 43952-2796 

Ohio: (740) 282-3685   
WV:     (304) 797-9666 

Fax :     (740) 282-1821 

Email: bhjmpc@bhjmpc.org 
Website: www.bhjmpc.org 

From the Executive Director  

H ow do you coordinate $71 million in regional 
road/bridge/transit improvements? How do you 

equitably disperse a $316,979 energy grant among 
seven deserving communities? How do you partner to 
create a community resource such as trails and green-
ways? 
 
Simple. You ask a long-standing, regionally experienced 
and locally supported agency like BHJ to make a com-
mitment. The following articles highlight this commit-
ment. 
 
A Three Year Plan for Transportation Improvements 
 
On May 25th, the BHJ Commission adopted a three-year plan to spend $71 million 
in federal, state, and local monies for constructing highway and public transit pro-
jects. From the replacement of the Colliers Way Bridge ($8.1 million) in Weirton 
to the ongoing safety inspection of the Jennings Randolph Bridge in Chester ($970 
thousand) to the construction of a new Jefferson County Maintenance Garage 
($6.7 million), our needs and improvements  do not stand still. 
 
The Public Bottom Line: Energy Efficiency for Public Buildings 
 
By the end of calendar year 2011, the seven incorporated communities in Brooke 
and Hancock Counties, WV, through energy efficiency investments, will have 
saved significant public dollars. In the case of the Village of Beech Bottom, the 
installation of a solar array on the roof of the Municipal Building has moved the 
community into the alternative energy field. Other municipal approaches include 
energy audits, efficiency lighting, and HVAC updates. 
  
Building a Future through Trails and Greenways 
 
¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άtŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
life that attracts tax-paying businesses and residents to communities. Corporate 
CEOs report that employee quality of life is the third most important factor in lo-
cating a new business. Small company owners say recreation, parks and open 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ LŦ 
this is the case, partners like the Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation 
District and the Jefferson County Chamber, through their recently released Trails 
and Greenways Plan, is on the right track. 
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M ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Week, National Bike to Work Day, National Employee Health and Fitness Day, National Try Transit Week, and 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƭŜŀƴ !ƛǊ ²ŜŜƪΦ  .IWΩǎ wƛŘŜǎƘŀǊŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ /ƻƳƳǳǘŜLƴŦƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜǎ aŀȅ ŀǎ /ƻƳƳǳǘŜLƴŦƻ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
Awareness Month.  The designation is designed to increase the number of people who travel to work or school by 
riding transit, carpooling, vanpooling or biking. 
 
CommuteInfo suggests using alternatives to driving alone, like vanpooling, carpooling, using public transit or biking 
to work, are just a few of the ways to lower the cost of commuting.  Over 500 commuters already ride to work daily 
in CommuteInfo's 43 registered vanpools and nearly 500 commuters ride to work daily in the 225 carpools regis-
tered with CommuteInfo.   The BHJ area is a part of those statistics.  Six 15-passenger vans and three registered car-
pools travel from Weirton-Steubenville into the Pittsburgh area.  Currently, there are just four vacant seats on the 
vans travelling from the tri-county area. 
 

Again this year, BHJ joined with CommuteInfo to promote the benefits of ride-
sharing by sponsoring a live remote broadcast with FROGGY Radio 103.5.  This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ vǳƛƪ 
King on Colliers Way in Weirton.  
Owner John Riley not only provided 
space for the broadcast, but he also 
very generously donated nine $20 gift 
cards toward the cost of gas.  FROGGY 
gave away lots of goodies and people 
had a chance to spin the Birthday 
Wheel for a chance to win $103.  In 
addition, CommuteInfo gave away 

piggy banks (for all your commute savings) and calculators (to add up all 
those savings).   
 
BHJ would like to thank all those who participated: John Riley, Lisa Kay 
Schweyer, Wendy Green and all the staff from FROGGY.  A special thanks to Billy Niesslein from FROGGY who  pro-
moted and put the entire event together.  

 
 

Daniel Truax was the first winner of the 
$20 gas card donated by Quik King. 

Ginger Morris and family poses with Mr. Froggy 
after she won a gas gift card. 

Lisa Kay Schweyer (CommuteInfo)  and Mr. Froggy 

http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_vanpool.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_carpool.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_transit.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_bike.shtml
http://www.spcregion.org/vanpool.asp
http://www.spcregion.org/carpool.asp
http://www.commuteinfo.org

