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From the Executive Director

H ow do you coordinate $71 million in regional
road/bridge/transit improvements? How do yo
equitably disperse a $316,979 energy grant among
seven deserving communities? How do you partner
create a community resource such as trails and greq
ways?

Simple. You ask a lomsganding, regionally experience
and locally supported agency like BHJ to make a co
mitment. The following articles highlight this commit
ment.

A Three Year Plan for Transportation Improvements

On May 28, the BHJ Commission adopted a thggr plan to spend $71 millio
in federal, state, and local monies for constructing highway and public transi
jects. From the replacement of the Colliers Way Bridge ($8.1 million) in Weir

to the ongoing safety inspection of the Jennings Randolph Bridge in Chester

thousand) to the construction of a new Jefferson County Maintenance Garag
($6.7 million), our needs and improvements do not stand still.

The Public Bottom Line: Energy Efficiency for Public Buildings

By the end of calendar year 2011, the seven incorporated communities in B
and Hancock Counties, WV, through energy efficiency investments, will hav
saved significant public dollars. In the case of the Village of Beech Bottom, t
installation of a solar array on the roof of the Municipal Building has moved t
community into the alternative energy field. Other municipal approaches inc
energy audits, efficiency lighting, and HVAC updates.

Building a Future through Trails and Greenways
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life that attracts taxpaying businesses and residents to communities. Corpor
CEOs report that employee quality of life is the third most important factor in
cating a new business. Small company owners say recreation, parks and op
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this is the case, partners like the Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation
District and the Jefferson County Chamber, through their recently released Trai

and Greenways Plan, is on the right track.

John C. Brown, AICP
jorown@bhjmpc.org
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Week, National Bike to Work Day, National Employee Health and Fitness Day, National Try Transit Wee
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Awareness Month. The designation is designed to increase the number of people who travel to work or scho
riding transit, carpooling, vanpooling or biking.

Commutelnfo suggests using alternatives to driving alone vikgooling carpooling usingpublic transitor biking

to work, are just a few of the ways to lower the cost of commuti@yer 500 commuters already ride to work daily
in Commutelnfo'#A3 registered vanpooland nearly 500 commuters ride to work daily in th25 carpoolgegis-
tered with Commutelnfo The BHJ area is a part of those statisti8sx 15passenger vans and three registered car-
pools travel from WeirtorSteubenville into the Pittsburgh area. Currently, there are just four vacant seats on t
vans travelling from the ticounty area.

Again this year, BHJ joined with Commutelnfo to promote the benefits of rids
. |sharing by sponsoring a live remote broadcast with FROGGY Radio 103.5.
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8 King on Colliers Way in Weirtgn.
=) &8 Owner John Riley not only provided
space for the broadcast, but he also
| very generously donated nine $20 gift
cards toward the cost of gas. FROGGY
gave away lots of goodies and people

Daniel Truax was the first winner of the
$20 gas card donated by Quik King.

had a chance to spin the Birthd
Wheel for a chance to win $103.
addition, Commutelnfo gave aw.
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piggy banks (for all your commute savings) and calculators (to add [up all

those savings).

Ginger Morris and family poses with Mr. Frog

BHJ would like to thank all those who participated: John Riley, Lisffi%?/he won a gas gift card.

Schweyer, Wendy Green and all the staff from FROGGY. A special thanks to Billy Niesslein from FROGGY v
moted and put the entire event together.
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Lisa Kay Schweyer (Commutelnfo) and Mr. Frog



http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_vanpool.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_carpool.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_transit.shtml
http://www.commuteinfo.org/comm_options_bike.shtml
http://www.spcregion.org/vanpool.asp
http://www.spcregion.org/carpool.asp
http://www.commuteinfo.org

