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Folden, simonetti -beck & jones receive awards  

T ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ .IWΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Awards dinner is to recognize 

and honor those individuals who have 
made a positive impact in the tri-
county area. Three very deserving 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜπ
cipients at the annual dinner held at 
the Serbian-American Cultural Center 
in Weirton, WV, on October 5. 

Gary Folden, shown above with Dr. 
Thomas Graham, received the Public 
Service Award.  To the Brooke-
Hancock-Jefferson Metropolitan Plan-
ning Commission, he is the face of 
dedication and reliability.  He has 
been a member of the Full Commis-
sion since 1999.  In that time, he has 
held office and served on the Execu-
tive, Technical Advisory and Bridge 
Advisory committees. With all that he 
does for BHJ, it is but a small portion 
of his service to the people of Jeffer-
son County. 
 
Since at least 1992, Gary has availed 

himself to many organizations.  His 
professional activities include the Jef-
ferson County Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors; Community Im-
provement Corporation of Jefferson 
County; Ohio Mid-eastern Govern-
ments Association, Eastern Ohio De-
velopment Alliance; Advisory Board 
member of the Ohio Technical Pro-
curement Assistance Center; Jeffer-
son County Regional Planning Com-
mission, Jefferson County Emergency 
Management Agency Advisory Board; 
Region 10 representative to the Ohio 
Advisory Council of the Small Busi-
ness Development Center; Commu-
nity Improvement Corporation/
Progress Alliance; Jefferson County 
Taxpayers Association Board of Direc-
tors; Jefferson Economic Develop-
ment Council Board of Directors and 
the Jefferson County Civic Arena Op-
erating Committee. 
 
His community activities are numer-
ous as well.  He is a charter member 
of the Wintersville Area Betterment 
Association; the annual Holiday pa-
rade coordinator; Thunder in the Ville 
Fireworks Festival Committee 
(serving as coordinator from 2003-
2007); the Civic League, Wells Town-
ship; Friends of Jefferson County air-
port; Jefferson County Republican 
Party Central Committee and Execu-
tive Committee.  He is a member of 
the Brilliant Christian Church. 

In his spare time, he does volunteer 
work.  He previously served on the 
A.L.I.V.E., Inc. Board of Directors and 
also worked with the Jefferson 
County United Way Campaign for sev-
eral years. 

Ruby Greathouse presented the Spe-
cial Recognition Award to Joan Si-
monetti-Beck from Follansbee, WV. 
 
 Continued on page 4 
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From the Executive Director  
Roads, bridges and waterways are the backbone of our econ-
omy. On a daily basis, with little thought, many residents cross 
Veterans Bridge to work. The pre-1991 memory of a 40 minute 
wait to cross the Ft. Steuben Bridge when the Veterans Bridge 
was under construction is long gone. Subsequent investments 
like the US 22 Weirton and Steubenville Bypass are a faint mem-
ory. However, the legacy of these investments are the Jefferson 
County Industrial Park and private investments like Wal-Mart on 
US 43 at 22. Without these infrastructure investments, estimated at $150 million 
in 1995 dollars, our economy would be less competitive. 
 
The push to maintain a healthy, safe and economically productive infrastructure 
backbone has become increasingly more demanding.  The key highway funding 
resource, called SAFETEA-LU, is a six-year authorization for highways, transit, and 
highway safety. This federal funding bill expired October 1, 2009. Congress has 
extended this authorization multiple times without passing a new authorization. 
Without a new authorization, new projects and a more balanced stream of reve-
nue toward priority projects has gone unheard. In sum, we are in a holding pat-
tern. 
 
The need is evident. Beyond regular maintenance and care, local projects include 
a new Ohio River Bridge, access improvements at the Veterans Bridge, the re-
placement of Colliers Bridge and a growing list of mandated sewer separation up-
grades. State infrastructure need is best illustrated by the American Society of 
/ƛǾƛƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ 2008 Report card for American Infrastructure. 

 
 
From the common citizen to professional associations to elected officials, there is 
a consensus that infrastructure is crucial; however, the twist is the sticker shock 
and the method to find investment dollars. While we wait for a movement out of 
this infrastructure purgatory, you may be assured BHJ is actively documenting 
need, pursuing funding options and requesting a fair share in this growing de-
bate. 
 

John C. Brown 
Executive Director 

    % of High Hazard 

   % of Major Roads Dams with No 

  % Bridges Structurally in Poor/Mediocre Emergency Action 

  Deficient or Obsolete Condition Plan 

     

Ohio  27% 25% 57% 
West Virginia  39% 37% 8% 

     

Source: 2008 Report Card for American Infrastructure. American Society of Civil Engineers 
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Chester TS&T Site Forges Ahead Through a 
Broad -Based Partnership  
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Pat Ford, Executive Director for the Business Development Corpora-
tion of the Northern Panhandle, (BDC), frequently comments that 
άōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳπ
nication of at least 14 public-ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
the BDC, property owners, potential investors, federal-state regula-
tory agencies, locally elected officials, concerned citizens and the 
Brooke-Hancock Regional Council. The recent awarding of a $12,000 
seed grant from the Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance 
Center/ Benedum Foundation to the Brooke-Hancock Council/City of 
Chester is one example of this guideline. 

 
The $12,000 grant will allow Chester residents to profile the preferred end use of the recently purchased mothballed 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊέ ǎƛǘŜΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜƴƴƛƴƎǎ wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ 
strategic, visual and adjacent to housing and an elementary school. The grant is one significant step to move the site 
from a simple demolition project to a community asset with potential job creation, community revenue and health/
safety improvements. 

WELCOME BACK AND GOOD BYE OLD FRIEND 

In late November, the Market Street Bridge will open after two year and a $16 million improvement. In December, 
the Ft. Steuben Bridge, constructed in 1929 and an Ohio River workhorse bridge for connectivity in the BHJ region 
will be demolished. With these bridge 
openings and closings, the ability to pro-
vide adequate emergency response and 
encourage regional job creation has 
been sustained. 
 
After closing the Market Street Bridge In 
late 2009, the West Virginia Department 
of Transportation (WVDOT) sold a more 
than $16 million contract for repairs. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ 
lifetime for approximately ten years until 
WVDOT is able to build a new Ohio River 
bridge in a Brilliant, Ohio/ Wellsburg, 
WV locale. 
 
Closed in January 2009, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) in July awarded a $2.2 million bid to demol-
ƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ CǘΦ {ǘŜǳōŜƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлммΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ h5h¢Σ άǘƘŜ ул ȅŜŀǊ 
old structure is at the end of its useful life and is functionally obsolete. Its lanes are narrow and cannot be redes-
igned to provide additional width. There is a continuing concern over the integrity of the structure. The travel de-
ƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǘΦ {ǘŜǳōŜƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦέ 
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Thirteenth annual dinner  
Ms. Beck is the Adult Education In-
structor for the SPOKES Job Readiness 
Program sponsored by RESA-6, 
Wheeling, WV.  The program offers 
workforce development training in 
job readiness, customer service and 
technology skills.   
 
Ms. Beck is recognized for her formal 
and informal organizational leader-
ship roles in both the public and pri-
vate sectors.  For 23 years she was 
the Business Unit Liaison, Operations 
Manager, Materials Manager, and 
Project Manager for Ethicon, Inc., a 
Johnson & Johnson Company with a 
strong emphasis in labor relations as 
well as empowered workforce devel-
opment.  She spent 10 years as a 
trainer of hourly and salaried person-
nel, workforce development consult-
ant, and motivational speaker.  She 
was a small business owner and per-
sonnel staffing specialist serving For-
tune 500 Companies and recruiting 
professional, scientific, technical, ad-
ministrative, trades, clerical, sales and 
marketing personnel for five years. 
 
Ms. Beck has contributed numerous 
volunteer hours supporting profes-
sional, academic, public sector, as 
well as non-profit organizations, such 
as the Brooke County Parks & Recrea-
tion Commission and the Brooke 
County Economic Development Au-
thority.  She is the past secretary and 
co-writer of the Comprehensive Plan 
for the Brooke County Planning Com-
mission.  She is a member of the 
Bethany College Alumni Council, Edu-
cation Committee of the Weirton 
Chamber of Commerce and the Lions 
Club.  Joan is also the past president 
of the Society of Human Resource 

Management (OH).  She volunteers 
for Follansbee Christmas in the Park,  
the Feasibility Team for the Follans-
bee Park Relocation and the Brooke-
Hancock County Community Develop-
ment Coalition (OH/WV). 
 
Commissioner Jeff Davis presented 
the Volunteer Award to Dennis Jones, 
ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ  άaǊΦ 
9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƛǊǘƻƴ !ǊŜŀ aǳπ
seum.   

Mr. Jones joined the museum over 
five years ago and served as its first 
secretary from 2006 to 2009.  He was 
elected as Museum President in 2009 
and then was elected Museum Execu-
tive Director in 2011.  Not only did 
Dennis contribute enormous amounts 
of his time to the Museum, he was 
one of the sponsors who contributed 
monetarily for the Museum office to 
move to a larger location.  Dennis 
spearheaded the effort to purchase 
the former Home Furniture building 
at 3149 Main Street, Weirton.   
 
His other contributions to the Mu-
seum are many.  He writes, prints and 
ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
newsletter.  He prepares the annual 

report which is sent to local and state 
representatives apprising them of the 
aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  IŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ 
website for the Museum.   
 
Mr. Jones was instrumental in the 
preparations of the 2010 through 
2013 Museum calendars.  He worked 
with the prints to insure that the cal-
endars would be a quality product.  
They are often purchased as gifts for 
family and friends living out of the 
Weirton area. 
 
His talents are many, and he uses 
them to the benefit of the Museum 
and the City of Weirton. 
 
Mr. Jones wrote a book titled 
άFestival of Nationsέ describing the 
original Festival which was held in 
Weirton from 1934-1944 and was 
sponsored by Weirton Steel Corpora-
tion.  The book sells for $6.00 and the 
proceeds benefit the Museum.  He 
also  prepared over 1100 large pic-
tures of the Weirton area which were 
showcased at the Festival of Nations 
celebration.  
 
He created and designed the Weirton 
History Game.  He made the slide 
show for the Weir Avenue Reunion.   
 
Not only was Mr. Jones instrumental 
in bringing Paramount Pictures to 
Weirton to film the movie Super 8, he 
designed the Super 8 pamphlet and 
worked on the committee to imple-
ment the Super 8 Festival. 
 
Mr. Jones also serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Mary H. Weir Library 
and the Top of West Virginia Conven-
tion and Visitor Bureau. 



  

Thirteenth annual dinner  
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The dinner was made possible by the generous sponsorships of  Wendel Energy 
Services LLC, Main Street Bank and WesBanco.  In addition, prizes were donated 
ōȅ CwhDD¸ wŀŘƛƻΣ 5ŜŜWŀȅΩǎ ..v ϧ DǊƛƭƭΣ LƴŦƛƴƛǘȅ IŀƛǊ {ǘȅƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ²¢h±Φ  [ƻŎŀƭ 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ 5ŀǾŜ .ŀǊƴƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƛƴǘΣ άIƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦέ 

Dave Barnhouse poses with Andy Cocina, 
who won the Barnhouse print. 

The award recipients from left to right:  Joan Simonetti-
Beck, Dennis Jones and Gary Folden. 

Prior to the dinner, guests enjoyed the social hour. 

BHJ staff, Barb Zimnox (l) and Joan Cresap (r) look on as 
Billy Niesslein makes comments before the drawing for a 
car care package donated by FROGGY Radio.   

Prizes included gift cards and unique baskets filled with 
goodies.  There was also a  50/50 drawing. 


