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he BrookeHancockJefferson Metropolitan Plane To obtain and initiate a hazardous waste/ petroleur

ning Commission (BHJ) and its sister agency, thebrownfield assessment program.
BrookeHancock Regional Planning and Development
Council (BH), had a successful year in meeting their planshored by the twin cities of Steubenville, Ohio, and
and goals for 2009. This success was led by Chairivamrton, West Virginia, our threeounty region offers a
Chuck Svokas and the agency officers (Gary Folden/\dimersity of assets and challenges. True to mission,
Chair, Art Miser/Secretary, and Bernie Kazienk®HJ promotes intergovernmental communication, coop
Treasurer). eration, andcollaboration on issues and problems thai

have a greater than local impact.
In early 2009, at the annual organization meeting, the
agency met and laid out plans and goals for the comiaga Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) funded
year. The Commission concurred there were three bgrthe Federal Highwagdministration and Federal Tran-
tinuing priorities for 2009. The first was the preparatiih Administration, BHJ is a leader in highwagevelop-
and carrying out of a financially balanced budget ameint to promote access and joBs a Local Develop-
work program. The second was to sustain a financialgnt District (LDD)funded by the Appalachian Regional
sound and beneficial health care program for its emp@guncil (ARC), its sister agency, the Broeancock
ees. The third was to continue to create the greatedRegional Planning and Development Council (BH) works
gional benefit for each dollar spent. on a daily basis to build and maintain crucial water an
sewer infrastructure.

In addition, the Commission emphasized the following
key projects for 2009.

BHJ's leadership,
through the diligen
guidance of Chuck|
Svokas (outgoing
Chairman) and
Gary Folden
(incoming Chair),
has held a steady
course toward fi-
nancial account-
ability and crea-

¢ To complete a significant portion of the envir
mental/location study for a new Ohio River Bridge.

¢+ To complete final design work for the projected |
million access improvements at Veterans Bridge.

e« To initiate t he $13.- ttveyy expahdadn g
Eldersville Road Sewer Project in Brooke County. regional programs,
¢ To complete the $18.4 million Route 8 Sewer Project T
in Hancock County. From the Executive Director 2
+ To create a collaborate transit sharing program amé&Hgget 3
twelve (12) regional service providers. Transportation a-7
Community Development 8-9
+ To maintain, update and cafoyu t the MPOOGs Trans-
portation Improvement Program. Economic Development 9,1612
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From the Executive Director

I n 2009, the BHJ Commission, its staff and BHJ partners
tinued to create a strong regional future for our 130,00
gional customers. Our formally adopted missionoigoromote
intergovernmental communication, cooperati(
and collaboration on issues and problems that have a gre
than local impact.As illustrated throughout this newslett |
weodve held true to this mi We
regional customers in 2010.

Key projects in 2010 are as follows. In most cases, BHJ is a lead partner or
laborative resource to complete these projects.

¢ To assure amccurate regional census cousitcompleted through the 2010
population count. For every one person missed in the population cou
$1,330 is losfThe numbers are used to distribute billions of federal dollars fc
roads, health clinics, senior centers and a wide array of othéurided ser-
vices. Census figures are used by local governments for planning transpc
tion, hospitals and libraries, and by private business and industry.

¢+ To complete a significant portion of the environmental/location study for
New Ohio River BridgeWhile the West Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion (WVDOT) will spend $12 million in 2010 to refurbish the Market Stree
Bridge, this investment has a lifene of ten years. With the demolition of the
Ft. St euben Bridge in |l ate 2010,
#1 regional transportation priority.

¢+ To complete a final design and obtain funding for the projected $25 millic
access improvements at Veterans Bridgdinal design was initiated in late
2009 while BHJ staff has formally approached the Ohio Department of Trar
portation (ODOT) for funding.

+ To initiate theWashington Street Rehabilitation Road Prqgjec$7.5 million

Publication of this newsletter is made possible wi
assistance from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, the Ohio and West Virginia Departments of
Transportation, the West Virginia Development ¢
Office, the Appalachian Regional Commission ,

the U.S. Economic Development Administration
and BHJ member governments.

base road improvement to primary entry to Steubenville.

To initiate and coordinateRegional Access Mobility PartnershiBrograma
locally coordinated transit program. With the coordinative effort of nine pul
lic and private transit providers, this program promises cost savings to
providers and further access to the users.

BHJ Regional Review
124 North 4th Street Second Floor

Steubenville OH 43952796 + To serve as a liaison to ti@lumbus to Pittsburgh road corrig@ proposed
oo ggg; paas0se US 22250-36-16 access improvement. As an eigbunty region stretching
Fax:  (740) 2821821 175 miles, the proposed corridor is a strong eastern Ohio job generator.

Email: bhjmpc@bhjmpc.org
Website:www.bhjmpc.org X L. . X
¢+ To monitor and patrticipate in th#&efferson County Community Investment

Plan Acclaimed by the Ohio Department of Development as a roadmap |
local county priority setting, this Plan continues to evolve and set a course
future investments.
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budget

budget s

based

a fiscal year

BHJGS from July
not available and the budget shown for FY10 is indicative of a typical budget for the agency. Normally, the

a ten percent spread in the overall budget for any given year. However, BHJ received an increase in transp
dollars for FY10 which provided a slightly larger budget for the year.

BHJ receives funding from the Ohio Department of Transportation, West Virginia Department of Transportation
palachian Regional Commission, U.S. Economic Development Administration, U.S. Environmental Prote
Agency, U.S. Federal Highway Administration and local contributing communities of the BHJ region.
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FROM THE EXECUTI

MNEIUED FI&I\I PARlE C T

O

To initiate the long awaiteMahans LandEldersville Road Sewer Projed@ontract bids were opened in Decem-
ber 2009 and construction should start in42@4.0.

To initiate and complete strategic action plan for job creation in Brooke and Hancock couhgesby the Busi-
ness Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle and site specific, this US Economic Developme
ministration Project will detail a Three Springs Business Park 4owitd

To initiate and complete tH&2-1 Jobs Initiativea project to regional building blocks for jobs. 3 counties, 2 state
and 1 goal is the emphasis for building business synergies and linkages.

To identify and assess strategic mb#iled industrial sites, frequently called tBeownfields ProgramLocated
near existing infrastructure and roads, these sites are underutilized and offer redevelopment opportunities.

To aid localities througlgrant writing From energy grants to sidewalk programs to emergency mitigation ple
ning, as established grant writers, BHJ frequently writes local grants

John C. Brown, AICP
jorown@bhjmpc.org



transportation

B ridges played a large role in BHJ activities last ypair the 105yearold bridge's towers, Ohio approach

just as has been the case for several years andspalhs and truss, replace its mobile inspection platforn

continue to be so in the future. and lower its clearance to prevent overweight vehicle:
from entering the span.

NEW OHIO RIVER BRIDGE CROSSING

The original cost estimate for the project was $8 million.
On January 14, 2009r. Brown traveled to CharlestoHowever, a decision was made to paint the bridge and ac
with West Virginia State Senator Jack Yost and J.D. @acorative lighting. A committee consisting of Mayor
penter from West Virginia University to meet with Govdtaesano (Follansbee); Mayor Harris (Weirton); Mayor
nor Manchin. They requested that the State of West Mincci (Steubenville), Jerry Barilla (Steubenville Down-
ginia prioritize the construction of a new Ohio Rivimwn Business Association), Mike Paprocki (BHJ Trans-
Bridge in West Virgini ado portdlianr $tude rDimectét)a and arepdesentatives fromr

WVDOT chose five color schemes to present to the publi
Project activities included developing three alternatite@s/ote on what color to paint the bridge. The winning
for further study. The Phase | schedule consisted of paler scheme is blue and gold.
lic meetings to present Alternatives and Constraint - =
August 2009. (In 2011, sometime after March, Phai
will begin Preliminary/Final Design.)

In September, two informal informational workshg
were held at Buckeye North Middle School in Brillig¥
Wellsburg Middle School in Wellsburg. Highway p
sonnel from both states, the Federal Highway Admini

o AT AR WAy

tion and HDR were available to discuss options SR & 1
gather public input. These meetings were the first
both DOTs came together for discussion. VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE

Access i ssues for t he Ve

The prospective bridge site had now been narrowethamed a major source of concern for local leaders. A
three locations including Third Street in Brilliant, OH &videnced at least once over the past year and will k
South Wellsburg, WV. Ohio and West Virginia DO®B&gain with thelong term closing of the Market Street
have approached this differently. Bridge, travelling across
major challenge for area commuters.

Several public meetings were held in October with 214

residents in attendance. Of the 186 comments receWadQOctober 22 Dr. Brown and Mike Paprocki made a
the general response was to construct a new bridge goatientation in Akron, OH to the Ohio Transportation Re:
of Wellsburg. Senators. Robert C. Byrd and Jay Roeckew and Advisory Council (TRAC) requesting funds for
feller, secured $18 million for its planning and initial caime Veterans Bridge access improvements at Universit
struction, but total cost are expected to be no less Biath and State Route 7. Recently staff was informed the

$100 million. the consultant, Stillson and Associates, for the Veteran
Bridge project has been given the authority to proceec
MARKET STREET BRIDGE The project was encumbered and a contract signed. Sti

The ill-fated Market Street Bridge got a reprieve this psmb and Associates will begin the Environmental Study ir
year when local leaders from both sides of the riyanuary and proceed to the Design stage.

fought to keep it open for at least another ten years. Suc-

cessful in their efforts, the bridge was slated to be cloBeel bridge underwent repairs on its tie downs last year &
beginning January 11 until November 11, 2010 to covell and is in good condition.

plete the first phase of repairs. The low bidder, Ahern and

Associates, for the $13.7 million project, is slated to re- 4



TRANSPORTATION

FORT STEUBEN BRIDGECLOSED ON JANUARY 15

THE And
BEGINNING THE END

01/10/2009

The Fort Steuben Bridge was officially closed on JanuBing goal is to streamline coordination, share resource
15, 2009. BHJ assisted the City of Steubenville and create a cooperative network of services. RAMP atr
ODOT District 11 in finalizing a successful environment&ipates project implementation to occur sometime in th
mitigation agreement. As part of the agreement, BWidter of 2010. Ultimately, over the next few years, the
completed cost estimates and conceptual drawings fooverall goal is the creation of a centralized call center.
use of the Pier #2 after ODOT demolishes the Fort Steu-

ben Bridge. The conceptual plan calls for work crewsltoearly June , two vendors, RouteMatch from Georgi
cut the pier to a yet to be determined height and connextdt TranSched from Ontario made presentations to tf
to the Ohio shore at the marina with a pedestrian brid@emmittee for the new scheduling software. On June 1!
The plans also include a metal railing around the perithe-group made site visit to Maple Heights, OH and Du
ter of the bridge pier remains and a parking facility adjais, PA to see how both products actually work. Ulti-
cent to the marina access road. mately, RAMP chose TranSched as the preferred vendor

REGIONAL ACCESS MOBILITY PARTNERSHIP RIDESHARE
Acting as Mobility Manager BHJ directed RAMP through h e \
two major milestones. The first was completion of a-nBni d e -[FE=S "
binding Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to establiskd a r g 'Drive Down.the.Cost.
regional partnership to improve mobility options for reBi-G o i 9
dents of the threeounty region. The BHIMPO was reG r e elf SEARETHERIDE. 5
ognized as the lead agency. As of April 29, 2009, fifteampaigr]
out of twentytwo agencies signed the agreement. contin-{ 888'819'6110
ued infi -
The second accomplishment was the development paaner ‘ -
Request for Proposal and Scope of Work for a centrstiiyp wit s =
located scheduling and reporting software system. Thenmutelnfo. The blllboard advertlsmg Wlth Lamar, ra-
projectos I nt ent IS t o dia and EVrspotsrom WTEQV and EROGGYc as wall ias
through a common database of transportation consuimégsnet advertising with WTOV and the Herald Star were
as well as capital assets owned by each participating tsarecessful in reaching area commuterds of March
portation agency. 2009, there were 137 commuters residing in the BHJ are
registered which indicated an increase over thespreviOL
year.
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http://www.wtov9.com/green-pages/index.html

