Informal Minutes

Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force
March 14, 2011

Persons Present:

John Brown, Executive Director/ BHJ
Larry Dorsch, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Weirton
Gary DuFour, City Manager/ City of Weirton
Rich Fender, Jefferson County Regional Planning Commission
JJ Guida, Airport Realty
Mark Henne, City Manager/ City of Wellsburg
Patrick Kirby, Executive Director/ Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance Center
Don Martin, Assistant Director-Land Restoration/ West Virginia DEP
Dave Olson, Brownfield Consultant/ CEC Environmental Engineers
Sue SIMONETTI, Mayor/ City of Wellsburg
Barbara Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/BHJ
The Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force met at noon in the Weirton State Office Building to (1) encourage participation in the National Brownfield Conference (2) adopt minutes for the December 8, 2010 meeting (3) review site evaluation progresssite properties (3) discuss and review a grant proposal called “Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grant” (4) discuss and review a funded FOCUS (Foundation for Overcoming Challenges and Utilizing Strengths) for the planning and visioning of the Chester TS&T Pottery site and (5) other regional project updates.
Dr. Brown stated the next meeting will be June 8, 2011, in the Weirton State Office Building.

Dr. Brown encourage the Brownfield Task Force to attend the upcoming April 3-5 National Brownfield Conference in Philadelphia. A conference overview was distributed. He noted the conference is the most comprehensive conference in the nation focused on environmental revitalization and economic redevelopment. Task Force members registered to attend are John Brown, Pat Ford, Pat Kirby, Dave Lieving, Dave Olson and Marvin Six.

The presented minutes for December 8th, upon the nomination of Gary DuFour and a second by Mark Henne, were adopted unanimously without amendment.

Dave Olson walked the Brownfield Task Force through his site development progress report. Key identified site program was as follows.

· Banner Fibreboard. Wellsburg. The site is currently vacant and listed for sale. It contains 3.2 acres with approximately 130,000 square feet of building space. A Phase I. assessment was completed December 27, 2010 while a Phase II. assessment report was completed February 23, 2011.
· Starvaggi Machine Shop. Weirton. The site is currently used as a machine shop, maintenance and repair garage for construction equipment and commercial fleet. The 22.3 acre site adjacent to the Three Springs Commercial Plaza. A twelve (12) point comment for the sampling and analysis plan was provided.
· Three Springs Park. Weirton. The site is comprised of two lots which are separated by a 2-acre lot owned by Ocean Air. The first tract is 5.5 acres and is north of Ocean Air. The second tract is 39.5 acres and is south of Ocean Air. Investigation warranted a Phase II to address a recognized environmental condition in connection with fill/or waste materials.
· Oil/ Petroleum Site. Follansbee. A site adjacent to the Rite Aid Pharmacy. A Phase 2 has been recommended.
· Six Property. Chester. Negotiations continue with Shell Oil.
· Old Billy’s Petroleum Site. Follansbee. The property has been purchased.
· Prestos Evaluation. Wellsburg. Mark Henne is evaluating this property for potential environmental assessment.
· LaPosta Building. Weirton. A phase 1 has been previously completed on this site.
· Marlin Heights Petroleum Site. Weirton. It is unknown whether a certificate for the removal of the petroleum tanks is recorded.
· Barkhurst South. New Cumberland. Mark Voinovich from the Brownfield Task Force continues to make inquires.

Pat Kirby indicated an “Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grant” had been jointly filed by the Northern WV Brownfield Assistance Center, West Virginia Northern Community College, West Virginia University and the Brooke-Hancock Regional Council. Targeted at the environmental training of regional residents for assessment/clean-up work, the project would start with a first-year class of 50 trainees. A late summer response from the US EPA is expected.
John Brown noted the Brooke-Hancock had received a $5,000 mini grant to plan, visualize and build capacity for activities related to the TS&T Pottery site in Chester. The grant was obtained through the Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance Center and the Benedum Foundation. The grant title is Foundation for Overcoming Challenges and Utilizing Strengths (FOCUS). The TS&T site is a 9.52 acre site. Pottery was manufactured at the site from 1900-1982. The site is physically in disrepair due to illegal asbestos removal activities and large abandoned and dilapidated structures. The project was initiated in February and is expected to conclude September 2011.
In the case of updates, the following was reported.
· BHJ Regional Freight Study. BHJ has formed a special committee to initiate recommendations from the Freight Study.
· Brooke-Hancock Strategic Economic Study. The Business Development Corporation has initiated preliminary recommendations from the Study.
Upon the motion of Mark Henne and a second by Gary DuFour, the meeting adjourned at 1:15.

