Unadopted Minutes

Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and Development Council (BH)

August 10, 2011

Flynn Altmeyer, Congressman David McKinley Representative 
Frank Boscarillo, Chief Operating Officer/ CityNet
John Brown, Executive Director/Brooke-Hancock-Regional Planning & Development Council

John DeStefano, City Manager/ Follansbee

Phil Diserio, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 246

Jay Eisenhauer, Mayor/Town of Bethany

Patrick Ford, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Paul Giannamore, Weirton Daily Times

Ruby Greathouse, Brooke County Museum

Bernie Kazienko, Brooke County Commission

George Kondik, Mayor/ Weirton

Mark Henne, City Manager/Wellsburg

Dennis Jones, Weirton Museum

Dave Lieving, West Virginia Development Office 
Butch Mastrontoni, Acting City Manager/Weirton

David McKinley, US House of Representatives. WV 1st Congressional District 
Karen Mezan, Chair/ Brooke County Public Service District
Wayne Mielke, Attorney/ Brooke County Public Service District
Amber Nest, Weirton Chamber of Commerce

Sandi Parkins, City Clerk/ Chester

Sue Simonetti, Mayor/ Wellsburg

Marvin Six, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Chuck Svokas, County Administrator/Hancock County

Tom Timmons, WesBanco Bank

Chuck Wright, Ward 2 Councilman/ Weirton

Barb Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning &

  Development Council

On August 10, 2011 at 4:30 in the WesBanco Banking Center in Weirton, the above persons met to (1) adopt meeting minutes for April 13, 2011(2) adopt a resolution between the West Virginia Development Office and BH (3) hear comments/updates from Congressman David B. McKinley (4) overview top priority projects for requesting communities, counties and non-profit groups (5) review a regional economic development status report (6) review a regional community development status report (7) hear comments from the Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle (8) evaluate a Weirton Port Authority program called “NexGen Port Security Program” and (9) receive general announcements for upcoming events. 
Chairman Mark Henne called the meeting to order. He welcomed US Congressman David B. McKinley and thanked the WesBanco Bank for BH’s use of the Penco Road Financial Center.
Upon the motion of Mr. Svokas and a second by Mr. DeStefano, the April minutes were adopted as presented.

The second agenda item was the adoption of a resolution to approve a contract between the West Virginia Development Office and BH. The contract would allow the Development Office to provide $36,480 in local match funds for FY 12 for services to include participation in statewide/regional/local strategic planning, identification of development sites/infrastructure, dispersal of economic/business data, and participation in state-sponsored planning and economic development studies.

Upon the motion of Mr. DeStefano and a second by Mr. Svokas, the resolution was approved.

The third agenda item was the introduction and comments from US Congressman McKinley. Over a twenty (20) minute period the Congressman covered the following general topics.

· His introduction to the Congress in January

· The debt ceiling

· How excessive environmental controls are reducing job opportunities

· Marcellus Shale

· His perspective as a long-time owner of a business in Wheeling

· How he can help

Questioned followed. Mayor Kondik stated the need for Marcellus Shale companies to contact localities before testing. Mr. DeStefano asked how serious the debt issues were.
The fourth agenda item was the statement of top priority projects in the region. Dr. Brown indicated the Congressman intended to stay after the formal meeting to discuss one-on-one issues with local agencies. Dr. Brown provided the following list of priorities.
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	Requesting Agency
	
	Project Description
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Beech Bottom
	
	Acquire Property for Econ.
	500,000

	
	
	
	Development
	

	Bethany
	
	
	Historic Downtown
	5,000,000

	
	
	
	Revitalization
	

	Brooke Co. Commission
	Magistrate/Law Master
	300,000

	
	
	
	Housing of Courts
	

	Brooke Co. Park Board
	New Waterpark/Pool
	250,000

	
	
	
	Phase 1
	
	

	Brooke Co. Public Service District
	Mahan's Lane Part II.
	9,000,000

	Brooke Co. Trail
	
	Tractor/Mower with
	35,000

	
	
	
	Snow Blade
	

	BHJ Metro Planning Commission
	New Ohio River Bridge
	70,000,000

	
	
	
	Crossing
	
	

	Brooke Co. Museum
	Museum Relocation
	9,000

	
	
	
	Funds
	
	

	Business Development
	Taylor, Smith & Taylor Site
	750,000

	Corp. of the N. Panhandle
	Clean-Up
	
	

	Chester
	
	
	TS&T Site Clean-Up &
	300,000 

	
	
	
	Redevelopment
	

	Follansbee
	
	City Bldg. Improvements
	870,000

	
	
	
	Includes elev. & interior
	

	Hancock Co. Commission
	US 30 Sewer Project
	7,500,000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Cumberland
	
	Purchase/Demolition of
	1,000,000

	
	
	
	Abandoned Structures
	

	Top of West Virginia
	Farmer's Market Improvement
	300,00

	Convention & Visitors Bureau
	at Cove School Site
	

	Weirton
	
	
	Upgrade City Sewer System
	6,000,000

	Weirton Museum
	
	Museum Shell Restoration
	168,000

	Wellsburg
	
	Water System Upgrade
	8,000,000

	
	
	
	Payoff Reservoir Cov/N Filters

	Windsor Heights
	
	Update Community Center
	55,000


The fifth agenda item was an economic development status report. Dr. Brown noted a six page report was included in the packet. Given the extensive agenda and to save time, he requested BH members to review the report on their own; however, he walked members through the local unemployment rate of 11.6 and 11.7 in Brooke and Hancock County. These rates are well above the national and West Virginia rates of 9.3 and 8.6.
The fifth agenda item, a description of four ongoing water-sewer/infrastructure projects, was left to the reading of the members.

The sixth agenda item, a report of activities and plans for the Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle (BDC), was presented by Pat Ford, Executive Director for the BDC. Mr. Ford overviewed the recent purchase of the Taylor, Smith and Taylor brownfield site in Chester, illustrated the guidelines of the recently completed and funded Brooke-Hancock Strategic Document. Funded by the US Economic Development Administration’s and local funds, the document provides a detailed outline for job creation.

The seventh agenda item, the NexGen Port Security Program/ A Weirton Port Authority Project was presented by BJ DeFelice, Chair for the Weirton Port Authority. Mr. DeFelice noted, through a quasi-public partnership with NexGen providers, the Weirton Port Authority over a one-year period was near a start-up mode. While documented hungry and requiring extensive national sign-offs, the NexGen communication program would create an enviable economic development incentive. NexGen moves Federal Aviation communication from a radar to a satellite quick response/monitoring system. Emergency response can be built upon this new, highly interactive backbone. 
The eighth agenda item, upcoming events, was provided by Dr. Brown and covered the following points.

· 2011 West Virginia Brownfields Conference. September 14-15. Morgantown

· 2012 West Virginia Annual Regional Planning and Development Council Conference. May 15-17. Mountainside Conference Center. Bethany College

· BHJ Award Nominations and BHJ Annual Recognition Dinner. October 5. Serbian American Cultural Center

Mr. Henne announced a social hour would immediately follow adjournment. With no further matters to consider, the meeting adjourned at 5:30.
Upon the motion of Danny Greathouse and a second by Gary DuFour, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20.

