Unadopted Minutes

Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning and Development Council (BH)

April 13, 2011

Flynn Altmeyer, Congressman David McKinley Representative

John Brown, Executive Director/Brooke-Hancock-Regional Planning & Development Council

Jeff Davis, Hancock County Commission

John DeStefano, City Manager/ Follansbee

Phil Diserio, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 246

Gary DuFour, City Manager/Weirton

Jay Eisenhauer, Mayor/Town of Bethany

Patrick Ford, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Danny Greathouse, Hancock County Commission

Ruby Greathouse, Brooke County Museum

Mark Glyptis, United Steelworker Union 2911

Bernie Kazienko, Brooke County Commission

Mark Henne, City Manager/Wellsburg

Dave Lieving, West Virginia Development Office

Brenda Mull, Weirton Chamber of Commerce

Amber Nest, Weirton Chamber of Commerce

Marvin Six, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Chuck Svokas, County Administrator/Hancock County

Tom Timmons, WesBanco Bank

Barb Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/Brooke-Hancock Regional Planning &

  Development Council

On April 13, 2011 at 4:30 in the WesBanco Banking Center in Weirton, the above persons met to (1) adopt meeting minutes for December 15, 2010 (2) review BH’s Infrastructure/Community Development Status Report (3) discuss regional Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant progress (4) comment upon BH’s Economic Development Status Report and (5) consider the project development report from the Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Task Force. 
Chairman Mark Henne called the meeting to order. He welcomed Flynn Altmayer, regional representative for US Congressman David McKinley.

Upon the motion of Mr. DuFour and a second by Mr. DeStefano, the December 15th minutes were adopted as presented.

The second agenda item, infrastructure/community development status report, was presented by Barb Zimnox. She highlighted five (5) key water-sewer projects. These projects were as follows.

· Brooke Public Service District. Mahan’s Lane Phase I Sewer Project. Construction near completion. Some contingency funds remain. The District has reopened the project to add more homes.
· Brooke Public Service District. Mahan’s Lane Phase II Sewer Project. The project did not receive Small Cities Block Grant funds for this year. The application lost points because Phase I was behind schedule.

· Oakland Public Service District. Water System Upgrade. The District proposes to upgrade the existing system by adding a filtration system for iron and manganese to improve water quality. The project will also include the construction of a new water tank. The final design has been initiated while water user agreements are progressing. The funding application through the Infrastructure Council has been approved.

· City of Wellsburg. Wellsburg Combined Sewer Separation Project. The project will separate combined sewers between 25th and 27th street in Wellsburg. Construction has been initiated.

· City of Wellsburg. Wellsburg Water System Improvements Project. Project will provide several improvements to water distribution system including the replacement of the filter media while an emergency generator will be installed. The improvement design is near completion.
The third agenda item was local Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants. Barb Zimnox walked through the nine (9) local projects. 

· Beech Bottom. Bidding for solar panels has been completed.

· Bethany. The installation of electrical upgrades at the community center has been completed.

· Brooke County Commission. Electric and lighting improvements to the Courthouse are under review.

· Chester. HVAC improvements to the municipal building are under review.

· Follansbee. Lighting improvements to the municipal building are under review.
· Hancock County Commission. Bids for a lighting project for several county buildings have been mailed.
· New Cumberland. The lighting project at the city building has been completed.
· Wellsburg. The replacement of windows at the city building has been approved by the West Virginia Culture and History.
· Windsor Heights. Bids for electric and lighting improvements to the city building have been mailed.
The fourth agenda item was the Economic Development Status Report, as submitted to the US Economic Development Administration (USEDA). John Brown provided the report. He illustrated the six (6) point work program, as contractually agreed to between the Brooke-Hancock Regional Council and USEDA.

· Entrepreneurship. 

· Brownfields Redevelopment. With a separate Brownfield Task Force, two assessment grants and an active hazardous waste/petroleum assessment grant from the US Environmental Protection Agency, twelve phase I and six phase 2 assessments have been completed while a clean-up grant for Cove School have been completed. These projects have saved 35 jobs, created 40 new jobs and provided a first step told the creation of an economic development product, a developable site.
· Strategic Action Plan. The strategic action site management plan for Brooke-Hancock has been completed while implementation steps have been initiated.

· Port Development. Through the Weirton Port Authority, a competitive and state leading program in homeland security communication and freight mobility has been initiated.

· Implement the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy. 75 priority projects have been defined while further priority setting/funding will be identified.

· Other Programs. Includes advisory research and grant writing. Over the last six month, Brooke-Hancock Regional Council staff at the request of local government has prepared five new grant applications.

The fifth agenda item was “other items.”
· John Brown reminded those attending that the next meeting of the Brooke-Hancock Regional Council would be held August 10th @ 4:30 in the WesBanco Center. At that time, each incorporated community and both counties will be requested to state their #1 priority project for the forthcoming year. This priority will be added to the CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy) project list. 

· Pat Ford, Executive Director for the Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle, indicated, with the exclusion of several clean-up items, the Brooke-Hancock Action Site Management Plan was completed. Implementation recommendations including improvements at Three Springs Business Park were proceeding.

· Danny Greathouse, Executive Director for Top of West Virginia Convention and Visitors Bureau, provided a sketch and plans for the Weirton Farmer’s Market. With a tent pavilion, utilities and parking, this downtown project at the old Cove School site offers a unique opportunity. Beyond the farmers market, community concerts will be held on the site.

· John Brown announced a social hour would immediately follow adjournment.

Upon the motion of Danny Greathouse and a second by Gary DuFour, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20.

