Informal Minutes

Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force

June 9, 2010

Persons Present:

John Brown, BHJ
Joe DeStefano, City of Follansbee

Don Donnell, Starvaggi Industries

Larry Dorsch, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Weirton

Gary DuFour, City of Weirton

Mark Henne, City of Wellsburg

Patrick Kirby, Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance Center

Joe Nowak, EPA

Dave Olson, CEC Environmental Engineers

Chuck Svokas, County Administrator/Hancock County

Marvin Six, Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle

Linda Taylor, Office Manager/BHJ

Mark Vignovic, EnviroMark

Barbra Zimnox, Sr. Community Development Specialist/BHJ

The Brooke-Hancock Brownfield Redevelopment Task Force met at noon in the Weirton State Office Building to (1) meet with Joe Nowak, brownfields project manager/US Environmental Protection Agency; (2) adopt the task force minutes for March 10; (3) overview the April 27 site tour; (4) review the proposed schedule and site properties; (5) hear updates on the Weirton Rail Yard, the Weirton North End Project, the US EDA funded action plan for the Business Development Corporation of the Northern Panhandle and West Virginia Public Port Authority.
John Brown said the next meeting will be September 15, 2010.

The first agenda item was the introduction of Joe Nowak, US EPA Brownfields Project Manager. As the federal monitor for BH’s third brownfield grant, he noted this third brownfield grant was initiated in October 09 and will finish no later than October 2012. He noted $200,000 out of the federal grant was targeted at petroleum site assessment, a first endeavor by the BH group.

Several questions followed and were asked/responded to in the following manner.

· Environmental site clean-up is limited to those sites owned by a public entity which has not created the environmental risk. Why doesn’t the federal government make a stronger financial commitment for environmental site clean-up similar to the financial Wall Street bail-outs? Response: Persons/companies need to be held accountable to their environmental actions.
· Is the brownfield assessment program a job creation program? Response: The brownfield assessment program is a “supportive” job creation program. It prepared sites for job creation; however, it is not the “lead” job creation program in a region.

The second agenda item was the adoption of the March 10, 2010 minutes. The March 10, 2010 meeting minutes were accepted without comment.

The third agenda item was an overview of the April 27 site tour.  Mr. Olson said all municipalities in the Brooke-Hancock region were asked to identify any brownfield sites. Eight individuals attended the April 27th van site tour. Hazardous waste sites identified were as follows. For both these lists, Mr. Olson indicated the City of Wellsburg had six sites. He requested further participation from other communities.
	Site Name
	City/Municipality
	Current Status
	Owner’s Future Plans

	Former Wellsburg Water Plant
	Wellsburg
	
	City would like to demolish 

	Banner Fiber Board
	Wellsburg
	
	Property owner would like to sell.  The tax burden may be prohibitive

	Riverview School
	Wellsburg
	
	The State would like to demolish

	Gen Pak
	Wellsburg
	
	Owner interested in selling

	Cox Paper Mill
	Wellsburg
	Abandoned
	

	Brooke Glass Plant
	Wellsburg
	
	Property is for sale by realtor

	Old Kusic Building
	Weirton
	
	Owner would like to sell/redevelop

	Starvaggi Machine Shop
	Weirton
	Phase I ESA completed under previous grant.  Phase II planned in the next month or two.
	Owner would like to sell

	Barkhurst Construction
	New Cumberland
	
	Owner would like to sell

	Former AIR Site
	New Cumberland
	Former incinerating petroleum contaminated soil.
	

	Six Property
	Hancock County
	
	Owner is negotiating site assessment/cleanup with Shell Oil.


	Site Name
	City/Municipality
	Current Status
	Owner’s Future Plans

	Chevron Station
	Wellsburg
	Closed
	

	Ashland Station
	Wellsburg
	Closed
	

	Mason’s Beauty Salon
	Wellsburg
	Former service station/currently a beauty salon
	

	Marathon Station
	Wellsburg
	Closed
	

	Washington Pike PSD
	Wellsburg
	Former service station/closed
	

	Basset Construction
	Wellsburg
	Former service station/currently construction business
	

	Youngs Market
	Wellsburg
	Former service station/closed
	

	Wellsburg Tire Collision
	Wellsburg
	Former service station/currently auto tire business
	

	Banner Fiber Board
	Wellsburg
	Closed
	Owner would like to sell

	Old Billy Oil Sunoco
	Follansbee
	Former service station/car wash
	

	Roses Carry Out
	Follansbee
	Tanks believed to remain
	

	Hill Top Equipment
	Follansbee
	Former service station
	

	Parcel behind Rite Aid
	Follansbee
	Former oil pump house
	City would like to sell

	Former Marathon 
	Weirton
	Former service station/currently used for personal storage
	

	Former Costadi Convenience Store
	Weirton
	Former convenience store and service station/Abandoned
	


Mr. Nowak questioned why the Six Family Property was listed under hazardous rather than petroleum.          Mr. Olson responded that petroleum waste is still an unknown.  
Mr. Vignovic asked if it is too late to add to the list.  Mr. Olson said it is not and after further discussion it was decided that Mr. Svokas, Mr. Vignovic and Mr. Six will search for and identify further sites located in Hancock County within the next two weeks.  Those sites will then be toured.
Mr. Olson reminded the members that this list is still considered confidential and is only for the committee members.

Mr. Nowak suggested the petroleum grant money should be used first on any questionable properties that could go under either category of hazardous or petroleum.  That may prevent running out of hazardous funding as happened the last round of funding.

Mr. Olson said the next steps include a selection committee to rank the sites based on a list of five criteria. Those wishing to be a member of the selection committee were directed to e-mail this desire to John Brown at the BH office within the next two weeks.
The fourth agenda item was a report on the proposed schedule and site priorities.  A list of preliminary site priority factors was distributed. Property factors included the cooperativeness of a property owner, redevelopment potential and local municipal support.
The fifth agenda item was an update of several projects including the Weirton Rail Yard and Weirton North End both of which are FOCUS Grants.  In December 2009, the Weirton Rail Yard received a $12,000 grant and, in January 2010, the Weirton North End received a $5,000 grant from the Northern WV Brownfield Assistance Center for Intermodal Freight Study and Site Negotiation.

In addition, Patrick Kirby, Executive Director for the Northern West Virginia Brownfield Assistance Center, said the Assistance Center will highlight these grants and other FOCUS grants at the upcoming West Virginia Brownfield Conference. To be held September 8th and 9th in Charleston, Mr. Kirby encouraged members of the Task Force to attend, participate and learn how local governments and regions are uniquely preparing sites for job creation.
In other matters, Mark Henne, the City of Wellsburg City Manager, reported at a recent meeting in Follansbee, economic development of brownfields was discussed.  A focal point of discussion was to reassure the people about the end goals such as how much of a role the EPA plays in regional development.  

With no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 by a motion from Mr. Donnell and seconded by Mr. Henne. 
